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Over the past two decades, Morocco has successfully implemented ambitious programs targeting to 

improve the economic and social growth of the kingdom. This has certainly been enabled by the 

proximity to Europe with the availability of a particularly attractive Moroccan workforce, an 

established open market and by Moroccan immigrants who regularly visit the country. 

 

However, the successful implementation of reforms to establish solid business relationships in 

particular with the EU and the U.S., the massive investment in basic infrastructure, the stabilization of 

macroeconomic policy and diversification of investment opportunities, have been instrumental in the 

evolution. A solid economic development was observed, with an average growth rate of about 5 

percent over the last 10 years, low inflation and a significantly declining public debt. 

 

This strong economic progress and the generated wealth have conversely marginally impacted the 

development of Moroccan society. The country still suffers from pronounced unemployment and 

poverty, especially in urban areas. Over 50% of Moroccans are under the age of 25 years, 33% of 

them are affected by unemployment and 43% by poverty.  This situation may become worse if we 

consider the nature of the Moroccan economic segments, the same who contributed to the strong 

growth in the past decades, namely agriculture, industry and services. These sectors are indeed very 

vulnerable to climate change and very sensitive to the instability of the global economy. The 

agricultural sector is dependent on uncertain rainfall with unbalanced water access through 

agricultural areas and relatively low expertise in techniques and technologies of irrigation and 

cultivation used  by most (70%) of Moroccan farmers.  

 

The industrial sector is based on commodity products (mineral extraction, textiles) whose 

competitiveness is highly threatened. The cost prices are increasingly high, on the one hand because 

of continuously rising fuel prices (over 95% of Morocco's energy needs are imported) and on the 

other hand partly due to a strong reliance on foreign technologies (nearly all imported). These 

difficulties are compounded by the lack of talents or by the mismatch between the tertiary education 

in Morocco and the growing sectors that are potentially creating jobs. The renewable energy sector 

for example represents one of the core socio-economic growth strategies for Morocco’s sustainable 

development. While the project is firm from a strategic perspective, its current implementation is less 

safe with respect to the expected return. Indeed, most of the engineering and the field expertise 

related to the target renewable energy technologies are still imported at high prices. To date, no 

tertiary training/education on technology and management of renewable energy is offered in 

Morocco. 

 

There is therefore a pronounced need to develop appropriate partnerships and collaborations to 

accelerate focused and pragmatic knowledge transfer aiming at supporting sustainable development 

projects identified as key for Morocco’s growth. 

 

Beyond the main economic challenges facing Morocco, which include the fight against corruption, 

reducing government spending, reforming the education and justice systems, the Switzerland-

Morocco Foundation for Sustainable Development (SMFD) focuses its cooperation with 

Morocco towards the fight against socio-economic disparities.  The target is to build more 

diverse and high value added local industries, through efficient knowledge and skills transfer 

in key sustainable development areas. 

 
. 
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1.  INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1. Morocco : general framework and priorities 
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On Friday November 2nd 2012, the city of Geneva will host the fifth edition of the Economic Symposium "Euro-

Mediterranean"   placed under the motto "Delivering on Sustainable Development", with the participation of 

Moroccan, Swiss and international specialists. This event will be held at the United Nations Palace in Geneva. 
 

Initiated by the Switzerland-Morocco Foundation for Sustainable Development (SMFD), this 

meeting will be held under the High Patronage of His Majesty King Mohammed VI and will be 

open to all Swiss, Moroccan and international leaders. 
 

The SMFD intends to raise the awareness of the Swiss, Moroccan and international players, to help 

upgrade socio-economic disadvantaged regions of Morocco, and the valuation of the Swiss and 

international expertise. The foundation is particularly focused on enabling valuable partnerships in 

scientific research as they are generally key factors that contribute to  fast development and 

poverty reduction. 
 

Established as a public interest organization (in 2004), the SMFD is a non-profit and non-

governmental organization (NGO) organization with headquarters in Geneva, a place of peace, 

humanism and international exchanges. The Board of the SMFD is composed of Swiss, Moroccan 

and French personalities. All are actively engaged in strengthening the relationship between 

Switzerland and Morocco and in supporting sustainable humanitarian projects that are part of the 

program of the Foundation. 
   

The Foundation's mission is to create local jobs, build infrastructure, and promote the transfer of 

knowledge, skills and technologies and foster development in educationally disadvantaged areas by 

facilitating access to knowledge. 
 

The Foundation is committed to implement strategies that give young people a real chance to find 

decent and productive work. It works towards building strong partnerships with the private sector 

and civil society organizations, to reduce poverty in some areas and promote all activities along the 

lines of sustainable human development. 
 

The objective of the SMFD is clear: give every young Moroccan the possibility of better prospects 

for an improved life. 
 

The Board and partners of the Foundation seek to develop: economic growth, environmental 

protection and social equity. 
 

The Foundation acts in different areas of Sustainable Development: Children's Rights and 

Human Rights, Education, Social & Health, Social Economy, Environment, Scientific Research & 

Technology, Innovation. 
  

All our actions are planed over the long term. Our motto : Commit. Assume. Come true 
  

 

Contacts : 

Mr. Mohamed Mike FANI, President & Founder 

Mr. Jean-Xavier ANDRÉANI, General Secretary 

Mr. Mohammed Zoubair CHERKAOUI, Director of Executive Committee 
 

Fondation Suisse Maroc pour le Développement Durable (FSMD)  

Rue Jacques-Grosselin 8  | P.O. Box 1035 | 1211 Geneva 26  |  Switzerland 

Tel.: + 41-22-884 14 08   -   Fax: + 41-22-884 14 06 

email: info@fsmd.ch   -   Web-site: www.fsmd.ch    &    www.maroc.ch  

2.  PRESENTATION OF THE FOUNDATION 
 

2.1. Profile and commitments 

mailto:info@fsmd.ch
http://www.fsmd.ch/
http://www.maroc.ch/
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The board of the Foundation 

 

PRESIDENT & FOUNDER 

Mr. Mike Mohamed FANI, CEO, Advisor in Economy & in Management, Main Representative of the SMFD to the United Nations - 

ECOSOC Special Consultative Status 

 

GENERAL SECRETARY 

Mr. Jean-Xavier ANDRÉANI, Advisor  in Strategy and Business Management  

 

STRATEGIC ADVISOR 

Mr. Sálvano BRICEÑO, former Director of the Inter-Agency Secretariat of the International Strategy of Disaster Reduction UN/ISDR , 

United Nations  

  

MEMBERS 

Mr. Mohammed GUEDIRA, former Ambassador of the Kingdom of Morocco in Switzerland 

Mr. Driss BENHIMA, CEO, Royal Air Morocco 

Prof. Bernard MORARD, Dean of the Faculty of Economics and Social Sciences - University of Geneva 

Mr. Pierrick-Henri VIAUD, Consultant 

Mr. Carlo LAMPRECHT, President of the Foundation ARTÈRES support to public medicine (Geneva), former President of the 

Government of the Republic and Canton of Geneva 

Mr. Thami GHORF, President of ESCA School of Management 

Mr. Philippe LIECHTI, Lawyer 

Mr. Mohamed BERRADA, Professor of Economics at the University Hassan II, former Finance Minister of the Kingdom of Morocco 

Mr. François GAUCHENOT, CEO, St. George Institute (Geneva) 

Mr. Giovanni M. ROSSI, Lawyer, Senior Partner, Bonnard Lawson, International Law Firm (Dubai) 

Mr. Alain ROUX, former Deputy Chairman of UBS Monaco (Union Bank of Switzerland) 

 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE (SMFD - Section Morocco) 

Mr. Abderrafie HAMDI, General Inspector at the Ministry of Employment and Vocational Training of the Kingdom of Morocco 

 

Executive Committee 

 

DIRECTOR 

Mr. Mohammed Zoubair CHERKAOUI, Global Manager - Strategic Planning & Innovation, Huntsman Advanced Materials AG (Basel) 

 

CO-DIRECTOR 

Mr. Ouadih DADA, Head of Economics and Business section of the Moroccan TV channel 2M International, journalist and news 

presenter 8:45 p.m. 2M, presenter of the monthly magazine Lights 

 

MEMBERS 

Mr. Brahim KHEIREDDINE, Head of Division, Ministry of Interior of the Kingdom of Morocco 

Mr. Karim HASSAR, Manager, Rolex SA (Geneva) 

Mr. Aziz CHAHBOUNI, Engineer - Master Public Management, Department Head, Agency for Promotion and Development North of 

Morocco (APDN) 

Mrs. Btissam AMANSOUR, Graduate Diploma in Law of International Organizations and Community Mohamed V, Faculty of law and 

economics of Rabat Agdal, Cooperation Projects Manager at the Hospital of Ibn Sina Rabat 

Mr. Zine El Abidine BENNANI, Consultant and Professor 

Mrs. Martine ROSET, SAWI Diploma in Marketing, Federal Patent Marketing Technician, Certificate of Advanced Studies, 

Specialization Métacoaching - HEIG-VD, The Origami Consulting, HR Consulting, Training & HR Development - Geneva - Founder 

and Director 

Mrs. Siham MOSSADEK, BA in economics in business management, Master in Audit and Governance at the University Hassan II in 

Casablanca, MOROCCO Auditor confirmed EXPERTISE 

Mrs. Latifa IDRISSI, Ph.D. National Communication. Training and Research Unit: Expression and Communication in the Workplace - 

Faculty of Educational Sciences - Rabat, Professor of French language and communication - Faculty of Arts and Humanities, Ben 

M'sik – Casablanca 

 

Other Structures 

 

AUDITORS 

PriceWaterhouseCoopers (Geneva) 

  

2.2. Organisation of the SMFD 
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Under the High Patronage of His Majesty King Mohammed VI 
 

Linking Swiss and Moroccan skills for sustainable projects between the two countries. 

 

The Switzerland-Morocco Foundation for Sustainable Development (SMFD) is targeting the 

implementation of sustainable development projects (economic, ecological and social) with 

knowledge, skills and technology transfer. 

 

On Friday November 2nd 2012, the city of Geneva will host the fifth edition of the Economic 

Symposium "Euro-Mediterranean" designed and organized by the SMFD. This event will feature 

the green economy, the social economy and socially responsible  investments. It will be placed under 

the motto "Delivering on Sustainable Development". Several key issues will be addressed by 

prominent Moroccan, Swiss and international specialists. 

All contacts made during the Economic Symposium will be capitalized to enable the Foundation to 

develop projects that answer issues or failures highlighted at the meetings. 

 

This Symposium will be open to all Swiss, Moroccan and international leaders and entrepreneurs, 

interested in the development of topics emphasized by the Foundation. 

 

This event will enable these leaders to network, to identify, and to implement socio-economic 

partnerships. 

 

Award of Excellence: milestones of a commitment 
 

This event is an important meeting for the development of future sustainable oriented businesses. An 

award of excellence will be delivered during the symposium, as a symbolic and unique recognition of 

an organization offering an outstanding project in terms of sustainable human development. 

With the help of our future partners, we will select a company involved in an innovative and 

audacious project coherent with one of the areas of actions of the SMFD. 

 

Friendliness, proximity and dynamism are the characteristics of this socio-economic platform from 

which new opportunities are likely to stem. 

 

 

 
ECOSOC, SPECIAL CONSULTATIVE STATUS 

 

New York - July 19, 2010. The Switzerland-Morocco Foundation for Sustainable Development (SMFD) is 

granted special consultative status by ECOSOC Economic and Social Council of the United Nations. 

 

 

3.  ECONOMIC SYMPOSIUM 
 

3.1. A meeting, new realities  
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Morocco is a country spread over an area of 710'850 km2 and a has a population of 35'285'174 

inhabitants. It has  a coast which extends over 3,500 km (the Atlantic Ocean on the west that 

reaches the Strait of Gibraltar into the Mediterranean Sea on the north). It is bordered by Spain to the 

north (a water border through the Strait of Gibraltar and land borders), by Mauritania to the south, 

and by Algeria to the east.  

 

This is a strategic location which puts Morocco at the crossroads of major trade and gives the 

country a singular geo-location, from both a commercial and a  financial point of view. Morocco was 

therefore encouraged to opt for an open-market policy. 

 

Since the early 90s, Morocco has reached a stable macroeconomic situation and a strong 

external position. 

 

Important structural reforms were implemented, including the privatization of large public enterprises, 

telecommunications and banking, price liberalization, customs reform, consolidation of the financial 

sector and public sector modernization. More recently, reform efforts have led to the liberalization of 

air transport and broadcasting, and the privatization of 20 percent of the largest public bank. 

 

In this context, several topics will be discussed: 

3.2. Delivering on sustainable development  

 

 Industry and trade: 
 

The Kingdom of Morocco satisfies the key factors that may be attractive to 

foreign capital, i.e. a developed banking system, a renovated stock 

exchange, the free movement of capital, a liberal policy and tax incentives. 

All this makes Morocco a wide-open market to the outside world. Foreign 

trade accounts for 35% of its GDP with a high number of active international 

corporations and groups. 

 

In terms of industry, Morocco stands today as a developing country where 

industrial exports account for nearly 70% of sales abroad. 

 

Advanced technologies such as aerospace and the automotive industries 

are booming. 

 

Moreover, the food industry is well developed with products deriving from 

fishing to agriculture (olive, argan oil, etc..). 
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3.2. Delivering on sustainable development   

 

 Economic and tourism : 

 

The Kingdom of Morocco also offers a wealth of natural and historical 

assets, as well as a rich and diverse cultural heritage. 

 

Priority obligations include the protection of heritage in all its forms and the 

preservation of historical monuments which every year attract a large 

number of tourists, especially from Europe.  

 

Tourism in Morocco: 140 billion dirhams to attract 20 million tourists in 

2020. This offers interesting investment opportunities particularly in the 

real estate and hotel industry segments. The vision for 2020 is based on 

four pillars: sustainable development, regionalization, investment support 

and training. 
 

 New technologies of information and communication : 
 

Morocco is the third country in Africa after South Africa and Egypt, in 

terms of economic spin-offs drained by the information technology 

sector. This derives  from the great earnings achieved by the companies 

operating in this rapidly growing and profitable segment. 

 

The development of new information technologies and communication in 

Morocco in the fields of production, export and employment, aims primarily 

towards  the development of off shoring. 

 

The program is targeting the creation 123,000 new jobs and the 

achievement of a turnover for the ICT sector of around 80 billion dirhams 

in 2012 (against 26 billion in 2004). 50% of the revenues are planed in 

Telecom (currently 80% of total revenues in the sector), 25% by off shoring 

and 25% by industrial activities. 

 

 Renewable energy: 
 

Morocco: 9 billion dollar project in solar energy 

 

The project is divided into five sites, which will be completed by 2020 in 

Ouarzazate (500 megawatts), Laayoune, Boujdour (Sahara), Tarfaya 

(south of Agadir) and Ain Beni Mathar (east of Fez, center). The set will 

cover an area of 10,000 hectares for a 2,000 megawatts production. The 

program was presented at a ceremony presided by His Majesty King 

Mohammed VI, in the presence of U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton. 

Once completed, this project will bring  annual savings of one million tons 

of oil, or nearly $ 500 million, in Morocco and decrease the emission of 3.7 

million tons of CO2 per year. 

 

In 2020, when the program is operational, its production will represent  

42% of Morocco's electricity needs. 
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3.2. Delivering on sustainable development 

 

 Oriental region : 

 

To the east of Morocco, the Oriental Region, covers 82'820 km2, hence 

11.6% of the country. t is region with 3 borders: 

 

- Algeria to the east, with 550 km from the seaside resort of Saidia (north) to  

  Figuig (south); 

 

- The South of Europe, with a coastline of 200 km on the Mediterranean sea. 

 

The region is strategically important, both for its geographical position as for 

its economic potential: for Morocco’s geostrategic position the region 

constitutes an essential interface as it is a crossroads between Europe, the 

Grand Maghreb and the Mediterranean world. 

 

 Oujda has a science park (technopole): 

 

- Total costs: 1.2 billion dirhams 

- 25,000 direct jobs created 

- Generated investment estimated at 25 billion dirhams 

 

Among the four priority projects included in the pole of industrial development 

of the Oriental Region - PDIRO - are the free zone of Beni Nsar dedicated 

primarily to transport and logistics and industrial park Salouane in the 

province of Nador and the agro-food park Madagh in the province of Berkane. 

 

However, the project that has attracted the most interest is the science park 

of Oujda which required an investment of 1.2 billion dirhams. These four 

projects, regional versions of the plan EMERGENCE managed by a group of 

three consulting firms, should generate about 25 billion dirhams in 

investments and create some 25,000 direct jobs. This is targeted after 

completion of the first part over an area of 350 hectares . A memorandum of 

understanding was signed Friday, July 4, 2008 under the chairmanship of His 

Majesty King Mohammed VI. 

 

This agreement defines the procedure for preparing the blueprint of the 

technology, the development of the business hub and the creation of the 

necessary land base. The science park is built around an industrial park, a 

logistics zone and a space for various service industries. It is therefore,  

primarily designed to offer business hosting facilities, and probably to attract 

large investments, especially from foreign countries. It should also help to 

boost the competitive advantage of the Oriental Region like for Tangier Med, 

the MedEst, a true economic center. 



Economic Symposium  

2012 Edition 

Copyright © 25 October 2012 - Fondation Suisse Maroc pour le Développement Durable (FSMD) 10 

3.2. Delivering on sustainable development   

 

The planed industrial offer, focuses mainly on food processing, renewable 

energy, the automotive sector , electronics, handicrafts and industrial 

subcontracting (non-polluting industries). Training is not excluded. A space is 

dedicated to research and development. 

 

Besides these achievements, other features and advantages favor this 

science park. The project is located very close to  Europe, in the heart of the 

Maghreb, in a region, full of potential which is still underexploited, and subject 

to major structuring projects making it more attractive. 

 
Source: Oujdacity.net 

 

 

 

Technopole Oujda will focus on four broad development lines. 

The first is called "CleanTech“, a cluster, that will be dedicated to the 

industrialization and equipment for renewable energy, where wind, solar and 

low-energy bulbs industries will be aggregated. Then a tertiary center of 

offshoring, as well as a commercial platform with many brands, as well as 

a university campus that will include schools of engineering 

management, and also centers of research and development (R & D). 

http://maghrebinfo.actu-monde.com/?attachment_id=5212
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3.3. NIHD and Human development 

3.3.1. National Initiative for Human Development: 

 

The National Initiative for Human Development (NIHD), launched by His Majesty King 

Mohammed VI in May 2005, is intended to address the delay that Morocco had achieving the 

Millennium Development Goals outlined by the United Nations and to which Morocco adheres fully. 

 

The NIHD has 3 main objectives: 

 

 To reduce the social gap in poor rural municipalities and urban neighborhoods, 

 

 To support job creation and the creation of activities generating income, 

 

 To meet the basic needs of people in precarious situations. 

 

The methodology of the NIHD consists on the establishment of a true participatory democracy in 

which local associations for local development will play an institutional role. 

 

During this symposium, Moroccan speakers will present the sustainable development prospects in 

Morocco at the environmental, economic and social levels (NIHD). 

 

The goal will be to define strategies to develop innovative solutions to problems specific to the 

regions of the Kingdom of Morocco (This will be done through exchanges between different 

actors). 

 

 

3.3.2. Sustainable Development: 

 

Morocco is a developing country with a pronounced political desire in sustainable development 

matters, expressed and shown for the past 20 years 

 

Sustainable development has three objectives: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ecological integrity, 

 

 social equity, 

 

 economic efficiency. 
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As recognition for an organization working in sustainable human development in Morocco, the SMFD 

is granting an award of excellence for sustainable human development. 

 

 

The prize is aimed at rewarding any entity who has achievements with a proven positive impact 

in terms of sustainable human development in the Kingdom of Morocco. 

 

 

Achievements should help to promote convergence and sustainable balance between: economic 

efficiency, social solidarity and ecological responsibility. 

 

 

The following criteria are considered for the award : 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As for the fourth Economic Symposium, held on November 5th 2010, this fifth edition will be 

marked by the award of excellence SMFD which will be granted to three organizations that have a 

successful action or project in the area of human sustainable development for Morocco. WIPO 

(WIPO TROPHY AWARD CERTIFICATE) prices  will be delivered to three organizations with a 

proven track record in technical innovation technology and involvement in Morocco. 

 

Achievements should contribute, "to promote convergence and sustainable balance between 

economic efficiency, social solidarity and ecological responsibility." 

Linking Swiss, Moroccan and international skills and efforts to implement sustainable projects in 

Morocco. 

 

a) Impacts on the pillars of sustainable human   

    development (environmental, social and   

    economic). 

 

b) Realism and reproducibility of the approach 

 

c) Innovative nature of the achievement 

 

3.4. Award of Excellence: milestones of a commitment 
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UNDER THE HIGH PATRONAGE OF HIS MAJESTY THE KING MOHAMMED VI 
 

5th ECONOMIC SYMPOSIUM  

 

Euro-Mediterranean 
 

«  DELIVERING on SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT  »  
 

 

Friday, November 2nd, 2012 – United Nations Palace in Geneva - Building E, Gate E40, Room XII (12) 
 

 08:00 : Welcome and registration of participants at the United Nations Palace in Geneva  
 

 

OFFICIAL CEREMONY - WELCOME ADDRESS 
 

 09:00 : Opening session, chaired by Mr. Mohamed Mike FANI, President & Founder of the Foundation 

                Switzerland Morocco for Sustainable Development (SMFD), Main Representative of the SMFD to the 

                United Nations - ECOSOC Special Consultative Status                  

                

                Word of HE Mr. Omar HILALE, Ambassador, Permanent Mission of Morocco to the United Nations in 

                Geneva 
                 

                Word of Mr. Ricardo Espinosa, Chief of Liaison Unit with NGOs, United Nations Office at Geneva 
                   

                Word of Mrs. Najat ROCHDI, Deputy Director, United Nations Development Programme 
                  

 

Moderator of Economic Symposium: Mr. Thami GHORFI, Economic journalist, President of Radio Aswat (Morocco), 

Chairman of ESCA School of Management 
 

THE REGIONS AND THE ECONOMIC CHALLENGE 
 

 09:40 : Mrs. Mina ROUCHATI, Coordinator of the Regional Working Group, Commissioner for Social Affairs 

                Civil Society and the Regional Council of Tangier-Tetouan 

 

• The importance of regional autonomy in economic growth 
 

 10:00 : Mr. Mohamed AKROUNI, Chairman of the Committee on Environment & Sustainable Development,  

                Regional Council of Oriental 

                                     

• Morocco and its transition to green economy 
 

 10:20 : Mr. Rémy ZINDER, Director, Cantonal Service for Sustainable Development, Republic and Canton of 

                 Geneva, Department of Regional Affairs, Economy and Health (DARES)  
  

                Mr. Alexandre EPALLE,  Assistant Secretary, République et Canton de Genève, Republic and Canton of 

                Geneva, Department of Regional Affairs, Economy and Health (DARES - Secrétariat général )       

 

• Responsible professional procurement, a pillar of the sustainable economy 

 

 10:40 : Mr. Saïd MOULINE, General Manager of Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Development Agency  

             (ADEREE), Chairman of the Green Economy of the CGEM 

 

• What real impact clean technologies will have on the Moroccan economy?  
  

 11:00 : Coffee Break 

3.5. Programme 
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SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION FOR DEVELOPMENT 

 11:20 : Prof. Jean-Claude BOLAY, Director of Cooperation, Ecôle Polytechnique Fédèrale de Lausanne, 

                Cooperation & Development Center - Vice Presidency for Academic Affairs, 

                UNESCO Chair in Technologies for Development   

                             

• Enhancement of scientific knowledge in the interest of society and economy; how to 

build an effective scientific cooperation with Morocco? 

 

 11:40 : Prof. Bernard DEBARBIEUX, Professor and head of international research program Swiss- 

                Morocco and Environment, Faculty of Social and Economic University of Geneva   

                                   

• Mountain tourism, heritage resources and sustainable development in the High Atlas: 

strengths and limitations 

 

 12h00 : Mr. Guillermo VALLES GALMÉS, Director, Division on International Trade in Goods and Services, and  

                 Commodities, United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) 

                                     

• UNCTAD's support to countries seeking to advance a green economy 
 

 

GOVERNANCE AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 
 

 12:10 : Mr. Najib DAHBI, Head of division training and capacity building, National Coordination, National  

                Initiative for Human Development (NIHD), Ministry of Interior of the Kingdom of Morocco 

                 

• NIHD, an innovative approach to enhance the capacity of NGOs 
 

 

 12:30 – 13:50 : Cocktail reception & informal meetings – United Nations Palace, Geneva 
 

 

 13:50 : Word of Mr. Alexandre EPALLE, Assistant Secretary, République et Canton de Genève, Republic and  

                Canton of Geneva, Department of Regional Affairs, Economy and Health (DARES - Secrétariat général)        
 

 

CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY (CSR) 

 

 14:00 : Forum : Sustainable Development and Socially Responsible Investments   

                                        

                Chaired and moderated by Mr. Thami GHORFI, Economic journalist, President of Radio Aswat (Morocco),  

                Chairman of ESCA School of Management 

                  

                Mr. Brahim BENJELLOUN - TOUIMI, Administrator Deputy Chief Executive Officer, BMCE Bank 
 

                Mr. Jean-Marc THEVENAZ, Managing Director, EasyJet 
                        

                Mr. Saïd MOULINE, General Manager of Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Development Agency  

                (ADEREE), Chairman of the Green Economy of the CGEM 
  

 Dr. Otto HIERONYMI, Professor of International Relations, Webster University  
 

 Mr. Claude HAEGI, President of the FEDRE Foundation for the Sustainable Development of Regions,  

 former President of the Government of the Republic of the Canton of Geneva responsible for the   

 environment   
 

 15:00 : Coffee Break 
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« SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT » FROM VISION TO IMPLEMENTATION 
 

 15:20 : Forum: SHARE AND INNOVATE: All together deliver in socio-economic projects 

 

                Chaired and moderated by Mrs. Najat ROCHDI, Deputy Director, United Nations Development Programme 
 

                Mr. Johannes KRASSNITZER, ART Programme Specialist, United Nations Development Programme 
 

                Mr. Ahmed BENMOKHTAR, President of the Commission of the equipment and infrastructure of the  

                Regional Council of Tangier-Tetouan    

                  

                Prof. Frédéric GIRAUT, Director, Department of Geography and Environment, Faculty of 

                Economic and Social Sciences of the University of Geneva 
 

                Mrs. Nisrine ALAMI, Head of the technical division and the environment of the Regional Council of 

                Tangier-Tetouan  
 

                Mrs. Sylvie MOTARD, Senior Programme Officier, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 
 

 16:20 : Questions & Discussion with the speakers of Economic Symposium 

 

 FIRST AROUND THE WORLD TRIP IN A SOLAR ENERGY POWERED BOAT 
        

 16:45 : Conference – debate : 19-month around the world Eco-Adventure journey on board the MS Tûranor    

                                                     PlanetSolar  

 

                 Mr. Raphaël DOMJAN, Founder & President, Solar Planet Foundation                   

 

 17:45 : Closing of the  1st part of the event at the United Nations Palace in Geneva 
 

  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Cocktail Reception: Participation only by invitation 

 

Exhibition of works by the Swiss - Moroccan painter, 

Mr. Ali LAGROUNI, on the theme of sustainable energy 

 

Hôtel Intercontinental Geneva 

7-9, chemin du Petit-Saconnex - 1209 Geneva 19 - Switzerland 
 

SIGNING OF AGREEMENTS - AWARD CEREMONY - COCKTAIL BUFFET 
 

 18:15 – 20:30 : 2nd part - Cocktail buffet et B2B meetings 

 

 18:30 : Under the aegis of the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), Framework Cooperation   

                Agreements between Switzerland-Morocco Foundation for Sustainable Development (SMFD) and   

                respectively: 1. Regional Council of Tangier-Tetouan - 2. Regional Council of Oriental. 

                  

 «Sustainable Development, Governance and Protection of the Environment»  

 

 18:50 : Award ceremony:  Award of excellence for sustainable human development from the Switzerland   

                Morocco Foundation for sustainable Development SMFD « Certificate and Trophy», WIPO Award « WIPO  

                TROPHY and  WIPO AWARD CERTIFICATE » for technological Innovation and Sustainable Development  

                from the World Intellectual Property Organization.   

 

                Testimonials from awarded organizations about their award-winning actions carried out on the ground. 
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3.6. Partners 

In the framework of the fifth edition of the Economic Symposium, the Switzerland-Morocco 

Foundation for Sustainable Development (SMFD) aims to establish several collaborations. The 

Foundation sincerely thanks all its partners.  

 
 

Strategic and institutional partners : 
 

 

 Cercle des Dirigeants d’Entreprises (CDE) 

 Confédération Générale des Entreprises du Maroc (CGEM) 

 ERI Bancaire SA 

 GoldenNet SA (Suisse) 

 Radio Aswat (Maroc) 

 TVP SOLAR 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Partners : 
 

 Arab-Swiss Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CASCI) 
 

 Centre de Recherches Juridiques, Economiques et Sociales (LINKS) 
 

 Cercle Diplomatique Genève 
 

 Chambre de commerce, d'industrie et des services de Genève (CCIG) 
 

 Commune Urbaine de la ville d’Oujda 
 

 Conseil de la Région de l’Oriental  
 

 Conseil Régional de Tanger-Tétouan 
 

 Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne (EPFL) 
 

 Fédération des Entreprises Romandes Genève (FER Genève) 
 

 Initiative Nationale pour le Développement Humain (INDH - Maroc) 
 

 Marketing Communications Executives International (MCEI Maroc) 
  

 Ministère de l'Energie, des Mines, de l'Eau et de l'Environnement 
 

 Ministère de l‘industrie, du commerce et des nouvelles technologies 
 

 Organisation Mondiale de la Propriété Intellectuelle (OMPI) 
 

 Programme des Nations Unies pour le Développement (PNUD) 
 

 République et Canton de Genève 
 

 Université de Genève 
 

 Organisations Internationales, Fondations/Associations, PME et Multinationales 
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3.7. Organization of the Economic Symposium 

Economic  

Symposium 

Marketing & 

Communication 
Logistics Sponsoring 

 Organized by: 

 

 

 Switzerland Morocco Foundation for Sustainable Development (SMFD) : 

 

Internet : www.fsmd.ch   &   www.maroc.ch  

 

 With the support of : 

 

 Cercle des Dirigeants d’Entreprises (CDE) 

 Confédération Générale des Entreprises du Maroc (CGEM) 

 ERI Bancaire SA 

 GoldenNet SA (Suisse) 

 Radio Aswat (Maroc) 

 TVP SOLAR 
 

 Cercle Diplomatique Genève 

 Chambre de commerce, d'industrie et des services de Genève (CCIG) 

 Fédération des Entreprises Romandes Genève 

 Programme des Nations Unies pour le Développement (PNUD) 

 Université de Genève 
 

With the participation of over 200 people "managers and business decision makers, representatives 

from national and regional public authorities, academic experts and representatives of European and 

international institutions, several high officials ." 

http://www.fsmd.ch/
http://www.fsmd.ch/
http://www.fsmd.ch/
http://www.fsmd.ch/
http://www.fsmd.ch/
http://www.maroc.ch/
http://www.maroc.ch/
http://www.maroc.ch/
http://www.maroc.ch/
http://www.maroc.ch/
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Place: 

 

The 5th Economic Symposium will take place Friday November 2nd 2012 (from 09:00 to 17:45) in 

Geneva at : 

 

United Nations Palace Geneva (UN) / Palais des Nations Unies in Geneva   

Building E, Gate E 40, Room XII (12) 

 

Participants are asked to use the Pregny entrance located at 14 Avenue de la Paix, 1202 Geneva 

and located 5 minutes walk from the main entrance.  

 

Inscription: 

 

Registration is required (registration form) with the Switzerland Morocco Foundation for 

Sustainable Development (SMFD). Participation in this event is subject to approval by the 

Committee of the SMFD. We inform you that the number of places is limited. 

 

For reasons of accreditation formalities at the United Nations, please kindly refer to the SMFD 

registration form duly completed and signed before 1 October 2012. 

 

Important: Once your registration is approved by the Committee of the SMFD, you will receive 

a final confirmation email from the Foundation, along with a specific registration form of 

accreditation for access to the UN Palace in Geneva. 

 

Only those registered on time and who have received an official email confirmation of registration 

from the Switzerland Morocco Foundation for Sustainable Development (SMFD) can pick up their 

badge at the Security Service of the UN, Pregny Gate, Avenue de la Paix 14, on Friday November 

2nd, 2012 starting 8:00 am, to participate in the economic Symposium in Room XII. 

 

Due to security measures, it is strongly recommended that participants arrive before 9:00 am to 

complete the formalities and arrive in time for the opening of the Economic Symposium to be held in 

Building E Palais des Nations in Geneva, door 40 E, room XII (12). 

 

Participants who received their confirmation from the SMFD are requested to bring their 

passport or national identity card. Taxis are not allowed to enter the Palais des Nations, and 

visitors will therefore be dropped off at the Pregny gate. 

3.9. Important and practical information 
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Useful links 
 

United Nation Office - Geneva 
 

International Airport – Geneva 
 

Geneva Tourism 
 

Hôtel Intercontinental Geneva 
 

TPG Public Transports Geneva: 
 

Buses and trams schedules from/to Nations 
 

Recherche d'itinéraires par les transports publics 
 

Route serach with public transports 
 

Google map for public transports: 
 

From Cointrin Airport to Nations 
 

From  Cornavin vers Nations 

 

 

Taxis are available only on call and can be hailed in the street, however, lines of taxis are available in 

most of the squares in Geneva and outside the United Nations. Taxis can be contacted at the 

following telephone numbers: 

  

+41-22-331.41.33 

+41-22-320.22.02 

+41-22-320.20.20  

 
 

3.10. Access to the Palais des Nations in Geneva - Portal Pregny 

The Palais des Nations can be reached by: 

 

Buses 8, 28, F, G and Z stop at PREGNY gate 

(Appia stop). 

 

Trams number 13 and 15, as well as buses 5, 

8, 11, 14, 28, V, F, and Z serve the Place des 

Nations. Place des Nations, where the gate 

Nations is located, is about 500 meters from the 

Pregny gate. 

 

For more information (routes, schedules, etc..), 

Please consult: 

http://www.tpg.ch/fr/ - Transports publics 
genevois (TPG). 

http://www.unog.ch/80256EE60057F2B7/(httpHomepages)/5562355D4417A43F80256F04007174DB?OpenDocument&cntxt=EB23F&cookielang=fr
http://www.unog.ch/80256EE60057F2B7/(httpHomepages)/5562355D4417A43F80256F04007174DB?OpenDocument&cntxt=EB23F&cookielang=fr
http://www.unog.ch/80256EE60057F2B7/(httpHomepages)/5562355D4417A43F80256F04007174DB?OpenDocument&cntxt=EB23F&cookielang=fr
http://www.unog.ch/80256EE60057F2B7/(httpHomepages)/5562355D4417A43F80256F04007174DB?OpenDocument&cntxt=EB23F&cookielang=fr
http://www.unog.ch/80256EE60057F2B7/(httpHomepages)/5562355D4417A43F80256F04007174DB?OpenDocument&cntxt=EB23F&cookielang=fr
http://www.unog.ch/80256EE60057F2B7/(httpHomepages)/5562355D4417A43F80256F04007174DB?OpenDocument&cntxt=EB23F&cookielang=fr
http://www.gva.ch/desktopdefault.aspx/tabid-161/httpstatus-404/
http://www.gva.ch/desktopdefault.aspx/tabid-161/httpstatus-404/
http://www.gva.ch/desktopdefault.aspx/tabid-161/httpstatus-404/
http://www.gva.ch/desktopdefault.aspx/tabid-161/httpstatus-404/
http://www.geneve-tourisme.ch/
http://www.intercontinental.com/intercontinental/en/gb/locations/gvaha?sicreative=6007380124&dp=true&sicontent=0&sitrackingid=438332072&siclientid=1966
http://www.intercontinental.com/intercontinental/en/gb/locations/gvaha?sicreative=6007380124&dp=true&sicontent=0&sitrackingid=438332072&siclientid=1966
http://www.tpg.ch/
http://tpg.hafas.de/hafas/tp/query.exe/fn?
http://tpg.hafas.de/hafas/tp/query.exe/fn?
http://maps.google.ch/maps?f=d&source=s_d&saddr
http://maps.google.ch/maps?f=d&source=s_d&saddr
http://www.tpg.ch/fr/
http://www.tpg.ch/fr/
http://www.tpg.ch/fr/
http://www.tpg.ch/fr/
http://www.tpg.ch/fr/
http://www.tpg.ch/fr/
http://www.tpg.ch/fr/
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3.11. Parking: Place des Nations in Geneva Rue de Varembé 

 

Covered parking Place des Nations 

Entrance: Rue de Varembé 2-1202 Geneva 

1060 places - Paying Parking 

The car park is about 5 minutes walk from the Pregny gate of 

the United Nations Palace.  

3.12. Contacts 

Fondation Suisse Maroc pour le Développement Durable  

P.O. Box 1035 

1211 Geneva 26 - Switzerland  

 

Tel.: +41-22-884.14.08 

Fax: +41-22-884.14.06 

email: info@fsmd.ch 

Internet: www.fsmd.ch  
 

Mr. Mohamed Mike FANI; Président & fondateur 

email: mfani@fsmd.ch 

Mobile: +41-79-416.31.94 
 

Mr. Jean-Xavier ANDRÉANI, Secrétaire général 

email: jandreani@fsmd.ch 
 

Mr. Mohamed Zoubair CHERKAOUI; Director of Executive Committee  

email: zcherkaoui@fsmd.ch 

 

mailto:info@fsmd.ch
mailto:info@fsmd.ch
mailto:info@fsmd.ch
http://www.fsmd.ch/
http://www.fsmd.ch/
http://www.fsmd.ch/
http://www.fsmd.ch/
http://www.fsmd.ch/
mailto:mfani@fsmd.ch
mailto:mfani@fsmd.ch
mailto:mfani@fsmd.ch
mailto:jandreani@fsmd.ch
mailto:jandreani@fsmd.ch
mailto:jandreani@fsmd.ch
mailto:zcherkaoui@fsmd.ch
mailto:zcherkaoui@fsmd.ch
mailto:zcherkaoui@fsmd.ch
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4. CONCLUSION 

   
The fifth Economic Symposium "Euro-Mediterranean", under the motto “Delivering on Sustainable 

Development" and sustainable human development may attract interests and involve a large 

number of companies, decision makers and Swiss, Moroccan and international organizations. 

 

This Symposium will serve as a platform for networking and for the exchange of ideas and 

experiences from different economic players, experts and researchers. The Switzerland Morocco 

Foundation for Sustainable Development (SMFD), and its key partners, advise and guide the 

participants towards Swiss, Moroccan and international specialists, who will respond directly to their 

needs and ensure the implementation and the monitoring of their socio-economic projects. 

 

During this symposium, the Switzerland Morocco Foundation for Sustainable Development (SMFD) 

is aiming to alert and capture the attention of strategic players who are interested in adhering to the 

concept of sustainable development. 

 

Scientific research in partnership is a key factor in development and poverty reduction. 

Sustainable Human 

Development 

Socially 

Responsible 

Investments 


